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Domestic Violence Hotline at 1–800–799–SAFE or visit 
www.TheHotline.org.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2015 as National 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. I call on all Americans to speak out 
against domestic violence and support local efforts to assist victims of these 
crimes in finding the help and healing they need. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9338 of September 30, 2015 

National Substance Abuse Prevention Month, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day, millions of American families, friends, teachers, and community 
organizations work to ensure children have access to the support and re-
sources needed to help prevent substance abuse. As we mark National Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Month, we come together to acknowledge the role 
every person can play in preventing substance abuse and recommit to fos-
tering a culture where all our people can live up to their fullest potential. 

Community partners in all corners of our country work to foster positive, 
safe environments in our towns and cities, and my Administration is com-
mitted to bolstering these efforts. Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, health 
plans offered through the Health Insurance Marketplace must include men-
tal health and substance use disorder services. My Administration has also 
taken action to ensure that coverage for these services is comparable to cov-
erage for medical and surgical benefits. Preventing substance abuse is a 
fundamental element of our National Drug Control Strategy and can only 
be accomplished by supporting parents, mentors, schools, and community 
members as they work to prevent substance abuse before it begins. To-
gether, by promoting evidence-based prevention programs, we can provide 
individuals with the tools and information they need to make smart 
choices, avoid needless tragedy, and lead healthy, fulfilling lives. 

Alcohol and drug use can stand in the way of academic achievement, jeop-
ardize school safety, and limit a young person’s possibilities. Additionally, 
thousands of Americans die each year from prescription drug overdose— 
and many can access these drugs in their own medicine cabinets at home. 
We must educate our children about the harms and risks associated with 
substance abuse. By talking with our sons and daughters early and often 
about the dangers of drug and alcohol use, we can help set them firmly 
on a path toward a brighter future. 

In the United States, no child’s dreams should be out of reach because the 
necessary encouragement and care were not accessible. As a Nation, as 
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community members, and as American citizens, we have an obligation to 
help cultivate a society free from substance abuse. This month, let us re-
solve to model a healthy lifestyle for those around us, talk openly with our 
youth about the dangers of drug and alcohol use, and reach for a future 
where opportunity knows no bounds. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2015 as National 
Substance Abuse Prevention Month. I call upon all Americans to engage in 
appropriate programs and activities to promote comprehensive substance 
abuse prevention efforts within their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9339 of September 30, 2015 

National Youth Justice Awareness Month, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

All our Nation’s children deserve the chance to fulfill their greatest poten-
tial, and nothing should limit the scope of their futures. But all too often, 
our juvenile and criminal justice systems weigh our young people down so 
heavily that they cannot reach their piece of the American dream. When 
that happens, America is deprived of immeasurable possibility. This 
month, we rededicate ourselves to preventing youth from entering the juve-
nile and criminal justice systems and recommit to building a country 
where all our daughters and sons can grow, flourish, and take our Nation 
to new and greater heights. 

Involvement in the justice system—even as a minor, and even if it does not 
result in a finding of guilt, delinquency, or conviction—can significantly 
impede a person’s ability to pursue a higher education, obtain a loan, find 
employment, or secure quality housing. Many who become involved in the 
juvenile justice system have experienced foster care or grown up in envi-
ronments where violence and drugs were pervasive and opportunities were 
absent. Some studies have found that many youth in juvenile justice facili-
ties have had a mental or substance use disorder in their young lives. 
These children are our Nation’s future—yet most of them were afforded no 
margin of error after making a mistake. 

Each year, there are more than 1 million arrests of young people under the 
age of 18, and the vast majority of those arrests are for non-violent crimes. 
Estimates show that half of black males, 44 percent of Hispanic males, and 
nearly 40 percent of white males are arrested by age 23. Nearly 55,000 indi-
viduals under age 21 are being held in juvenile justice facilities across the 
United States—a disproportionate number of whom are young people of 
color, including tribal youth. The proportion of detained and incarcerated 
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